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Introduction 
Welcome to Mays Family Scout Ranch.  As an adult leader bringing your troop to Winter Camp at 

the Mays Family Scout Ranch, you will be providing your Scout with an experience that they will remember 
the rest of their lives. They will advance in Scouting along the Trail to Eagle by completing key Eagle 
required merit badges.  They’ll also be able to take a variety of elective merit badges and participate in a 
few special programs. Most of all, they’ll have a great time and will come home with a real feeling of 
accomplishment. 

Adults will find Winter Camp a pleasant experience (winter is usually relatively mild), and a great 
opportunity to take or renew adult training. 

Mays Family Scout Ranch is routinely inspected and meets the standards established by the B.S.A. 
National Office for an Accredited Boy Scout Summer Camp.  Mays Family Scout Ranch is also annually 
inspected by the State of Texas Department of State Health Services. All of our key staff members are trained 
through the B.S.A. National Camp School system. 

 
Myles Siegel Linda Dieguez 
Ranch Manager Outdoor Adventure Director 
(210) 740-9368 (210) 740-9370 

myles.siegel@scouting.org linda.dieguez@scouting.org 

 

Camp Dates for 2016 
 

December 26-31     

 

Acceptance  
 

Requirements for acceptance and participation in the program of the Boy Scouts of America are the same for 
everyone without regard to race, color, handicap, religion, or national origin. The program is for boys ages 11‐18.  

 
 

Mays Family Scout Ranch History  
  

Located at 3445 Fest Road, deep on the South Side, off Texas 16, a foundation for memories and unique outdoor 
experiences is being carved out of 75 acres of scrub brush and wild grasslands. 

 

The Mays Family Foundation made the initial investment of $740,000 to buy the property. The planners decided to call 
the complex a ranch as a nod to the ranching practices of the Hispanic culture. 

 

The ranch includes a Chuck Wagon Dining Pavilion, Town Hall, General Store, Homesteads, Outhouses, Barn, Ranges, 
Ranch House, Doc Office, and various program amenities. There are raised tent pads for cabin style tents, pavilions for 
troop cooking, and fire pits for roasting s’mores. 

 

 

 
  

mailto:linda.dieguez@scouting.org
http://www.mysanantonio.com/search/?action=search&channel=news%2Flocal%2Fcommunities%2Fsouthside&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Mays+Family+Foundation%22
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Camp Telephone & Address 

There is a phone located at camp for emergency use. The camp phone number is 210-740-9368.  
Parents should use this number only in case of emergency. 

Incoming mail will be delivered to the troop mailbox in the administration building.  It usually arrives 
before 3:00 pm.  We encourage the family to write to Scouts while at camp. Mail typically takes 1 or 2 days 
to reach camp within San Antonio, to insure that letters and cards arrive in time, parents may want to send 
them prior to the start of camp. 

Outgoing mail should be deposited in the mailbox on front of the administration building by 10:00 am.   
Stamps, postcards, and envelopes are available at the camp Trading Post. 

Mailing Address: 

 

Winter Camp Key Information 

On‐Line Registration & Payment system for merit badges and fees 

https://bsacac.doubleknot.com/ManageEvents/EventsManagement.aspx?emClassificationID=36897 
 

Strict class size limits will be enforced – please get your merit badge requests in early to ensure that your  

Scouts get their first choice of MB selections. Class sizes will be limited in the registration system. First come 

first served with MB registration. 

All adults in camp must comply with Texas Youth Camps Safety and Health Act requirements 

By submitting the form found in the Forms Section of this guide book by November 30th. 

All adults in camp must submit a copy of their current Classroom facilitated Youth Protection Training Card by 

November 30th.  (Classroom facilitated YPT is acceptable for Winter Camp, On-line YPT is not) 

No vehicles or Troop trailers are allowed in homesteads at any time. 

The troop trailer can be parked at the homestead gateway or in designated areas by the Camp 

Staff 

 
Updates and Latest Information 

 

For updates, changes, and last-minute information please refer to the web site at www.alamoareabsa.org. Any 

post-publication changes to course offerings, schedules, etc. should be reflected there. Efforts will be made to 

communicate any and all changes and/or updates with the troop contact via email. 

 

Patch 

Each Scout and paid leader will receive a distinctive Mays Family Scout Ranch patch that may be worn 

on the right pocket of a Class-A uniform as a temporary patch. A limited supply of extra patches may be 

available for purchase at the Trading Post. 

Scout's Name — Troop # 

Mays Family Scout Ranch  

3445 Fest Road 

San Antonio, TX 78264 

http://www.alamoareabsa.org./
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Important Document Requirements - Texas Youth Camps Safety and Health Act 

On April 16, 2006, the state of Texas passed into law new regulations that affect the Texas Youth Camps 

Safety and Health Act (Title 25, Texas Administrative Code, Part 1, Chapter 265, Subchapter B, Rule 265.12 
(f)(f1a)(f2)(g). This new rule affects all licensed youth camps in the state of Texas and became effective June 

1, 2006. In order for the Boy Scouts of America and the Alamo Area Council to comply with the new state 

law on protecting our youth we must require each unit to assist by providing the items listed below. Your 

understanding and assistance in this important matter is greatly appreciated. 

For every adult age 18 and older who will be attending camp even for one day, each unit must 

provide all of the following documents for each person to be able to attend camp. 

 

 TX Youth Camp Form for each 18+ year old attending Camp. 

 Copy of Classroom Facilitated Youth Protection Cards for your 18+ year old leaders. 

 These documents are found in the Forms section of this guide book. 

 Forms may be sent via fax or mail: 

o Fax 210-740-9368;  

o Mail: 

o Alamo Area Council Service Center 
2226 N.W. Military Hwy 
San Antonio, Texas 78213-1894 

 

Please attach a cover page with your troop number and mark each document with your troop number 

 

State Requirements and Documentation Explanation 
 

Adult Background Checks / TX Youth Camp Adult Form –or- BSA Adult Application 

The law requires camps to perform annual criminal background checks on all adults and staff age 18 and older. 

We have created a form (found in the forms section of this guide book) that will need to be turned in to the Alamo 
Area Council Office.  

 

Sex offender data base checks 

The law requires camps to perform annual sex offender database checks on all adults 18 years plus. 

The TX Youth Camp Adult Form –or- BSA Adult Volunteer Application will be used to check the sex of- fender 

data base on all troop adults. 

 

Youth Protection Training Certification Card (YPT CARD) (CLASSROOM FACILITATED REQUIRED) 

The state law requires that every adult attending camp must provide certification that they have successfully 
completed youth protection training and have passed the related test. As of 2013, the Boy Scouts of America’s 
classroom facilitated youth protection training is the only acceptable course for Texas Summer & Winter Camps.  
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Fees Camp Reservations, Youth Fees and Adult Fees 
 

Winter Camp Fee: Date DUE  

Campsite Reservation With Registration $100 per Unit 

Scout Deposit By November 1st $100 per Scout 

Scout Final Payment By November 30 $100 per Scout 

Adult Payment By November 30 $85 per Adult 

 

The Winter Camp Fee for Mays Family Ranch Scout is $200 per Scout. Troops must pay the ‘camper 
deposit’ fee of $100 per Scout at the on‐line registration portal: 
http://www.alamoareabsa.org/Event.aspx?id=5741  

 
Troops must pay the ‘camper final payment’ fee of $100 per Scout at the on‐line registration portal: 
http://www.alamoareabsa.org/Event.aspx?id=5741 by November 30 or it can be paid when you 
select their merit badges. 
 

Adult Fees 

All adults must pay $100 each. Partial week will be determined on a meal-by-meal basis at $15 per 
meal. Meal fees can be paid at the Admin Office at Camp upon check in. 
 

 

Late Fees 

Camper fees not paid by November 30th will be assessed a $10 per individual late fee. 

Additional Costs for Merit Badges/programs 

Scouts may need to purchase materials or kits for merit badges at the Trading Post. Some merit 
badges and programs have additional costs listed in the Merit Badge selection section of this guidebook. 
The on-line registration program is programmed to add these fees to your troop balance. Please pay these 
final fees on-line for MB selections by November 30. 

The Trading Post will be stocked for your convenience with various items that may have been 
forgotten by your Scouts, and nice keepsakes to remind them of Winter Camp. The Trading Post will be 
stocked with your Scouts favorite snacks, drinks and comfort foods. Hot chocolate and healthy snacks will 
also be available. 

http://www.alamoareabsa.org/Event.aspx?id=5741
http://www.alamoareabsa.org/Event.aspx?id=5741
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Changes to Your Roster 

NEW SCOUTS that join your troop, after your initial registration, can be added to your original on-

line troop registration at any time prior to December 12th.  

IF YOUR TROOP SHOULD HAVE A DECREASE in the number of Scouts who will be attending 

camp, please notify the council office ASAP. Your timely call could allow other Scouts to participate that 

otherwise would not have the opportunity to enjoy a Winter Camp experience at Mays Family Scout 

Ranch. 

Provisional Scouts 

We recognize that there are Scouts who would like to come to Mays Family Ranch Scout Reservation when 

their troop doesn’t attend. There could be Scouts unable to attend with their troop because of other 
commitments. While there are no guarantees that the Camp Director will be able to place your Scout, every 

attempt will be made to find a troop that would host him. When the Scout has been placed, the host troop’s 

Scoutmaster will contact the Scout directly. The Scout will then be treated as a member of the host troop 

during camp. If there are single leaders that wish to attend with a provisional Scout, (ex. father & son) the 

leader will pay the standard adult fee. All provisions of the youth protection policies must be followed. 

Refunds 

The Campsite Reservation fee of $100 is not refundable if the troop does not attend camp. 

Confirmation of your reservation and intent to attend will be determined by your first deposit of camper’s 

fees. 

For troops that do come to camp, deposits will be applied to the balance due for winter camp 

fees. The following policy statement is applicable to all Council and District events where a fee is 

collected by the Alamo Area Council. 

 
REFUND POLICY 

This policy is applicable to all activities where a fee or a deposit is collected by Alamo Area Council. 

 http://www.alamoareabsa.org/PaymentPolicyrefund_policy 
 

1. Refund requests will only be considered if submitted either online at 

Refunds@AlamoAreaBSA.org  or by regular mail to: 

Alamo Area Council 

ATTN: Refund Request 

2226 N.W. Military Hwy 

San Antonio, Texas 78213 

 

2. The following refund policy shall apply to refund requests related to major activities: 

 Deposits shall be non-refundable. 

 

3. The following Refund Policy shall apply to non-major activities, which are all activities not covered by 

item above. Refunds shall be granted less a Program Cost Recovery Fee of twenty five percent (25%) of 
the applicable registration fee. 

 

4. No Refund Requests will be accepted after ten (10) days following the end of the applicable activity. 

5. No refunds will be provided after Jan 4th. 
 

http://www.alamoareabsa.org/PaymentPolicy
mailto:Refunds@AlamoAreaBSA.org
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General Information 
 

Adult Leadership 
BSA policy requires at least two adult leaders be in camp at all times; one must be 21 years or older. All 

adults must be registered members of the Boy Scouts of America. Leaders may rotate if necessary, but at least 

two adults must always be with the troop in camp. 

 

Campers 
Only registered members of the Boy Scouts of America may attend Winter Camp. We will be cross- 

checking attending Scouts to insure that all are registered. 

 

Uniforms 
The complete, official Scout Class-A uniform is to be worn by Scouts and adult leaders at flag retreat 

and dinner. Long, non-Scout pants are permissible for winter camp due to the potentially cool or cold weather.  

NOT PERMITTED are caps and T-shirts, etc., with words or pictures not representing the best spirit of the Scout 

Oath and Law. 

Shoes 
For safety reasons, closed toe shoes are to be worn at all times except in your tent or in the shower. A 

boy with a cut foot is an unhappy camper! 
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Merit Badge Classes, Activities, and Camp Programs 
 

Merit Badges – Winter Merit Badge Extravaganza 
The Winter Merit Badge Extravaganza and Winter Camp are combined into a single program. 

http://www.alamoareabsa.org/Event.aspx?id=4577 

Daily Schedule (27th – 29th) 
  7:00 – Breakfast 

  8:00 – MBE Opening Ceremony & Classes 

11:30 – Lunch (at St. Philip’s College) 

12:30 – Classes Resume 

  4:00 – MBE Finishes 

  6:00 – Dinner 

  7:30 – Evening Activity 

10:30 – Lights Out 
 

 

Lunch 
Lunch will be provided by Winter Merit Badge Extravaganza. 

 

Dining 
Breakfast and Dinner will be served in the dining area. It is a covered area next to the kitchen and will allow 

seating for the entire camp at one time. Several merit badges are conducted in the dining hall between 

meals so once the program at meal time is concluded make sure the tables, chairs, and floor are clean. 

 

Evening Activities 
There are a variety of evening activities each night 

 Astronomy  

 Night Geocaching with glow sticks 

 Cooking 

 Movie Night (a requirement for Citizenship in the Community merit badge) 

 Robotics  

 Closing campfire 

 

            

http://www.alamoareabsa.org/Event.aspx?id=4577
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Merit Badges Information 

We recommend that Scouts obtain the merit badge pamphlets (available at the Scout office) prior to 
camp so that they can do advance study to be well prepared for camp. 

 
MB Courses have minimum and maximum participant limits built into the event 

registration system. If demand is low for a particular merit badge (MB) course it may be cancelled. Every 
possible effort to alert the troop contact person of changes will be made. Eagle required MB are the 
priority at this encampment and will not be dropped. However, MB’s that have very low demand are 
subject to being eliminated and Scouts will be asked to take a different MB. 

 
In many cases, the merit badges cannot be completed during camp (ex., Personal 

Management requires the Scout to develop and maintain his budget for three months). Scouts will 
receive “partial” credit for any merit badge showing the requirements they completed. Troops should 
plan their program to help their Scouts complete the merit badges after camp. 
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SAMPLE Daily Schedule–TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE–Check in @ 1 PM on DAY 1. 

Evening Schedule 
 

 
Day Time Activity 

MONDAY 1:00 pm Troops Check-in at Mays Family Ranch Administrative Office  
Adult Leader’s Camp Orientation (Mandatory, Dining Hall) 
All Cooking MB classes meet outside of Dining Hall  
Movie Night – Dining Hall 
Astronomy Merit Badge 

 
7:00 pm 

 7:00 pm 

 8:30 pm 

 8:30 pm 

TUESDAY 5:00 — 5:30 pm Chapel “Scout’s Own” Service at Chapel 
 7:00 – 10:00 pm Merit Badge Fair, Dining Hall and other areas 

 8:30 pm Astronomy Merit Badge 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 – 10:00 pm Merit Badge Fair, Dining Hall and other areas 
 7:30 – 9:30 pm Tower Night 

 8:30 pm Astronomy Merit Badge 

THURSDAY 7:30 pm CLOSING CAMPFIRE 

 
 

Daily Schedule 

Time 
Activity 

7:00 am Breakfast 

8:00 am  to 11:30 am 1st class period  

11:30am Lunch 

12:30 pm  2nd  class period 

4:00pm MBE completes 

4:15 pm to 5:30 pm Open time 

5:45 pm FLAG CEREMONY – all troops 

6:00 pm Dinner 

7:00 pm+ Evening Programs 

10:00 pm Taps — LIGHTS OUT 
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Maps 

Map to Mays Family Scout Ranch 

 

 

Continue on 35S and exit Palo Alto Rd 
Continue to Fest Road 
 



13  

Religious Dietary Needs 

Mays Family Scout Ranch Staff will make every effort to meet the religious dietary needs of our 
camp community.  Leaders with Scouts having any such needs should contact the camp director at 
least two weeks in advance of camp. 

Before Camp 
 

Complete registration and MB selection on-line as early as possible along with the appropriate payments. (MB 

are 1st come 1st served) 

 
To be considered fully registered; a unit must complete and submit the following paper forms to the council 

office by the deadline dates. These forms are found in the “forms” section of this guidebook. 

 
TX Youth Camper Safety form for Adults (Nov 30) 
Copy of Youth Protection Training Certificate (Nov 30) the classroom facilitated course is required. 

 
Check the status of your Troop’s medical forms early. Prepare your troop medication log in advance — 

ask the parents for medications, or at least, dispensing information a week in advance of camp. Remember that 

medicine must be in its proper original container with prescription label. Make two copies of your medication 
log (one to keep yourself) and develop a method for insuring that your Scouts are escorted to the Medical 

Lodge as required. 

Out of council units will need to bring proof of accident insurance documentation. 
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Arrival and Check‐In. 

Please arrive no earlier than 1:00 PM and no later than 3:30pm on day one (1). Please check in with staff at 
the Town Hall for medical recheck and final instruction before setting up camp – sometimes campsite 
reassignments are necessary to avoid overcrowding in a site. Remember, NO vehicles or trailers in 
homesteads at any time. You’ll be assigned two Staff guides on arrival who will guide you through the check‐
in process. 

A Staff guide will lead one Scoutmaster on the administrative tour and another Staff guide will take 

the troop members and adult leaders on the program tour. 

Medical forms must be delivered to the medical lodge and checked for proper signatures, etc. Each 
Scout and leader must have a medical form and any prescription medication (each Scout’s medications must 

be in the original container, containers should be in a zip-lock bag with their name and troop number on the 

outside). The troop is encouraged to bring all medical forms in a 3 ring binder (alpha order). Be sure to bring 

your completed medication logs along with your medical forms. 

Additionally, your Staff guide will take the troop to the dining hall where the dining hall staff will 

assign your troop's tables and review the dining hall rules and cleaning procedures, then a quick tour of the 

program areas and release you to your campsite. 
 

Flag Retreat/Dinner. All troops should report to the parade ground flagpole by 5:45 pm in Class-A 

uniform for the formal flag retreat and any comments. Troops will dine after the flag retreat. Troops are 

released from the flag assembly one at a time to go the dining hall. Please have your Scouts walk (rather 

than run) from the flag assembly to the dining hall! 
 

Leader’s Orientation Meeting. At least one adult leader must attend a program orientation meeting 

immediately after dinner on arrival day. Your SPL is also encouraged to attend this meeting. This meeting is 

held in the dining hall.  All adults are encouraged to attend. 
 

Adults During Camp Week 
 

Be certain there is two-deep leadership in your campsite whenever Scouts are present. 
Visit classes periodically to observe your Scouts. Check your mailbox in the Administration Building 

every morning and afternoon. 
Watch your Scouts for dehydration – this can be a bigger problem at Winter Camp than in the 

summer. If they get headaches, homesick, or aren’t hungry – make them drink water. They are very likely to 
be dehydrated. 

Volunteer your services where you have skills. Each Scout leader who comes to camp brings special 
teaching abilities that can benefit the camp program. If you can assist in teaching or want to instruct a merit 
badge, please talk with the program director. Or, if you are a carpenter, electrician, plumber, or handyman, 
our camp can sure use your skill during the week. Bring your tools and feel as if you're still at home! Check 
with the program director or camp director at check-in or any time during the week. 

Attend the daily Adult meetings. Scoutmasters and other troop adult leaders and SPL will meet with the 
Camp Commissioners. This meeting takes place in the Administration Area at 12:45 pm. This meeting provides 
the troop leadership the opportunity to discuss problems, learn techniques, sign up for various activities, and 
learn more about Winter Camp at Mays Family Scout Ranch. It is very important that one or more adult 
leaders from each troop be present at this daily meeting. 
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Scout Leader & Adult Training 
While your boys are in class, you can take advantage of a wide variety of BSA training opportunities to 

advance your own Scouting knowledge or to renew your certifications. The Winter Camp Director will try to 
provide Adult Training courses at each session. Course offerings will depend upon volunteer availability and 
could include: Scoutmaster Specific Training, Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills and Leave no Trace 
awareness. The exact offerings will depend on Leader requests and volunteer availability. 

If you’re able to teach these or other classes, please let the commissioners know at check-in time. If you 
have a particular interest in taking a course, let them know that as well. If you are interested, please consult the 
adult training schedule provided at check-in or ask a commissioner. We’ll do our best to meet your needs! 

 

At the End of Camp 
 

Family Dinner and Campfire – Friday Night 
Each closing night, parents and family members are encouraged to take part in a Family Dinner and Campfire. 

Cost for the dinner will be $15 for adults and children over 11. The Scoutmaster needs to tell the Camp Staff 

how many will be attending the dinner by the end of the first full day of camp. Please have guests pay in 

advance at the Administration Building. 

 

At departure time, when your troop gear has been loaded for departure from Mays Family Scout 

Ranch, leaders should send a representative to the Administrative Building to have a Camp Staff inspect the 

campsite and check the troop out. The Camp Staff will inspect the campsite (and assigned bathhouse) for 

cleanliness and, after the inspection is complete, will release the troop for their trip home. 

 

Before departure, be sure to check your mailbox one last time, and also check the lost and found to see 

if any of your Scouts’ “stuff” is there. 

 
Early Departure 

We strongly discourage troops from departing before campfire, as it is an important part of the Winter 

Camp experience. If you must depart early please discuss with camp staff. 

Be careful going home! 
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Camp Practices & Policies  
Clean Campsite 

You will be expected to keep your campsite, bathrooms, and showers clean. A water hose and broom 

will be issued to you from the camp quartermaster to help do this job. If you have trouble (leaky pipes, etc.), 

please report it to the camp staff. Toilet tissue may be obtained (without cost) from the Camp Staff. 

 

Bathhouse Cleaning 
Bathhouses are associated with campsites. The campsite your Troop is in determines which bathhouse it 

will use and is responsible for keeping clean. At the opening Leader’s Meeting, please get together with the 

other troops sharing your bathhouse and work out a cleaning schedule that is mutually agreeable. If the 

bathhouse is not clean during the week, work with the troop(s) responsible to see that it is cleaned. 

 
 

When it is your Troop’s turn to clean its bathhouse, be certain that all trash and paper is picked up 

and disposed of, floors are swept and mopped, toilets unplugged and clean, and sink unplugged and clean. 

Your Troop is responsible for cleaning both the youth and adult sides of the assigned bathhouse. If repairs are 

necessary in the bathhouse, please inform the  
Camp Staff.   If damages occur, your troop may be financially responsible for the cost of repairs. You 

will not be able to check out at the end of camp until your bathhouse has been checked to verify that it is 

clean and undamaged. Toilet paper may be obtained from the commissioners or at the A-Building. 
 

Fires & Fuels 
If a burn ban is in effect, ground fires, charcoal grills for warming hands and cooking with 

charcoal and wood are prohibited. 
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Conduct Policy 
The conduct and discipline of the boys in your troop are YOUR responsibility. These are camp 

policies that we have found to be of mutual benefit. Your campsite is your home. Entering or loitering 

around another campsite without that troop’s permission invites problems. Raiding of campsites or staff 

areas by campers or staff is not permitted. Taps is at 10 pm. All campers are expected to be in their own 

campsite by that time. Troop activities such as night hikes, astronomy, etc., would constitute an exception 

and must be cleared through the program director. A staff member will escort campers found outside their 
own areas after 10 pm back to their campsite. We solicit your cooperation. 

Fireworks, Pets, Bicycles, Hammocks & Weapons 
Fireworks, pets, hammocks, personal firearms and ammunition, and personal bows and arrows, of 

any type are not allowed at camp. Do not take home any wild animal. Bicycles are allowed but require 

helmets to be worn by all users (Scouts & Adults) and only used on roads not trails unless marked. 

Lost & Found 
Lost and found items will be kept at the camp office in the Administration Building until camp is 

over. Scouts should mark all possessions with their name and troop number. 

Parking 
Trailers and vehicles are NOT allowed in the campsite at any time. Trailers may be parked at the 

trailhead to your campsite. Only camp vehicles are permitted on camp roads. All other vehicles must be 

parked in the parking lot.  Vehicles displaying current handicap hang tags or handicap license plates may 

be parked at the trailhead to the campsite. 

Vehicles for Campsite Setup 
Trailers and vehicles are NOT allowed in the campsite at any time. Each troop will be allowed to 

park a trailer at the gateway/trailhead to their campsite. Assistance in transporting your gear is available 

upon request. Please let us know how we can assist you. 

Tobacco, Alcohol, Illegal Drugs 
Adult leaders should not allow the use of tobacco products at any BSA activity involving youth 

participants. In addition, smoking is not allowed on any Alamo Area Council Property. 

The consumption, possession, or use of any alcohol, illegal drugs (including marijuana) or controlled 

substance is strictly forbidden on any Alamo Area Council property. We will enforce all local, state, or 

federal laws where violations involving the above are reported. Violators will be asked to leave camp. 

Camp Staff Areas 
Scouts are not allowed in the camp staff personnel area at any time. We ask the help of the troop 

leaders in enforcing this policy. 

Dining Hall 
Hats are not permitted in the dining hall. Coffee and tea are available to leaders in the dining 

hall all day. 

Emergency Alarms 
The fire and emergency alarm system will be explained in detail at the troop leader meeting 

scheduled for the evening of your arrival day at camp. Scouts should not fight any fire themselves. 

Emergency Procedures information will be distributed during check-in including the Troop Fireguard Chart. 

These procedures MUST be posted on your troop’s bulletin board in your campsite. 

Conservation 
Our Scouts are proud of the trees in our camp, and we need your help in conserving them. Do not cut 

or mar live trees. Know the importance of caring for trees and all property. 
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Liquid or propane fuels are to be used only under adult supervision. Liquid fuel containers must be 
stored under lock and key in the central maintenance area. Under NO circumstances are they to be stored in 
the campsite. Liquid fuels cannot be used on open fires or to start a fire. Empty cylinders and cans must be 
given to the camp director for disposal. National policy prohibits the use of open flames in tents. This 
includes mosquito coils, catalytic heaters, gas lanterns, stoves, candles, and smoking materials. 

Health & Safety 
The Health and Safety of the Scouts and Scouters is a primary consideration at Mays Family Scout Ranch. 
We provide a Health Lodge for minor medical care and support and enforce the BSA’s Health and Safety, 
and Youth Protection policies. 

Health Lodge 
One or more persons trained to handle minor accidents or illnesses staff the Health Lodge.  Special 

arrangements for the treatment of more serious cases have been made with physicians in San Antonio. In the 

event such treatment is required, the camper’s parents will be notified by telephone giving the nature of the 

emergency and their desires concerning further treatment. 

Medical Form 
Check your Troop’s medical forms early. Medical form is mandatory for all people attending camp and 

available at http://www.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/whole.pdf 
These forms must be completed and signed before arriving at Winter Camp. Scouts and Adults without a 
signed medical form will not be permitted to participate in activities and will be sent home. 

Medications 
Prepare your troop medication log from the appendix in advance — ask the parents for medications, or at 
least, dispensing information a week in advance of camp. Remember that medicine must be labeled for the 
Scout in its proper original container with prescription label. Make two copies of your medication log (one to 
keep yourself) and develop a method for insuring that your Scouts are escorted to the Medical Lodge as 
required.  Medications to be taken at camp must be secured in a lock box by the troop and administered 
by an adult for units administering medication at the troop site (preferred method) or turned in at check-in in 
their original containers. Both methods still require the medication log to be turned in at time of check-in to 
the health lodge. All medications must be in the proper containers labeled with the name of medication and 
written dosage directions. Scoutmasters must have the Medication Log from the Forms Section of this 
guidebook filled out and turned in with all medications at medical recheck. Make sure that medical 
evaluation forms are completed and signed. 

Medical Recheck Process 
As troops arrive at camp, a medical “recheck” is required. During this process, the camp medic will examine 

the troop’s medical forms to see that all are complete and properly filled out, review each campers history, 

and will receive any medications to be administered at the medical lodge. 

Each medical form must be signed by parent/guardian – this gives the camp permission to treat them in 

the event of a medical emergency. If a Scout takes prescription medications, they must be in their original 

containers complete with doctor’s instructions as provided by the pharmacy. Also, Scouts who need asthma 

inhalers or EPI-pens should plan to keep them on their person at all times in case of need. 

At the medical recheck, the Council reserves the right to refuse admittance to any Scout or Scouter who, in 

the opinion of the examining person and the camp director, has developed any physical or medical situation 

that could present a hazard to the Scout or Scouter themselves, or others present, by their being in camp. 

Hospitals & Doctors 
It is the responsibility of the troop leadership to provide transportation for troop member(s) requiring 

services from a doctor or hospital. Two-deep leadership must be maintained with the injured Scout and 

the Troop at camp. 

At least one adult from the troop should accompany the troop member(s) to the doctor or hospital and are 

asked to take insurance forms with them. The leader must obtain the injured Scout’s health record from the 

Health Lodge before going to the doctor or hospital. Parents should immediately be notified of any serious 

illness or injury. The camp will provide transportation only when a troop has none available. 

http://www.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/whole.pdf
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Accident and Sickness Insurance 
All registered members (youth and adult) of the Alamo Area Council are covered by the Council accident and 

sickness insurance policy. Out of council units must provide proof of insurance at check-in. 

Special Dietary Needs 
Campers with medical related special dietary needs (due to food allergies, etc.) should contact the camp director 

at least two weeks prior to camp to ensure that necessary substitutions are available. 

 

FORMS 
Individual Scout Equipment 

DRESS IN LAYERS 
 

   Signed Medical Report Form OPTIONAL: 

   Scout Uniform and Belt 

   Socks and Scout Socks (4 or 5 pair) 

   Long pants (2 to 4 pair) 

   4 or 5 T-shirts (no tank tops) 

   Shoes (closed toe) or Hiking Boots 

   Cap or Hat (STOCKING CAP) 

   Underwear (including long!) 

   Pajamas or sleeping clothes 

   Sleeping Bag or blankets & sheet 

   Pillow 

   Cot or pad 

   Personal First Aid Kit 

   Poncho or Rain suit (pants & jacket) 

   Winter coat 

   Towels & washcloth 

   Soap and Shampoo 

   Toothbrush & Toothpaste 

   Comb, Brush, & Mirror 

   Flashlight & Extra Batteries 

   Pocket Knife & "Totin Chip" 

   Insect Repellent (non-aerosol) 

   Long sleeve shirt (2 to 4) 

   Sun Screen 

   Boy Scout Handbook 

   Water Bottle (or Canteen) & Cup 

   Spiral Notebooks 

   Pen or Pencils 

   Completed Merit Badge Work 

   Letter Writing Material 

   Backpack 

   Chemical hand warmers 

   Camera & Film 

   Bible or Prayer Book 

   Work Gloves 

   Dirty Clothes Bag 

   Combination Lock 

   Mosquito Netting 

   Watch 

   Fishing gear (for Fishing MB) 

Survival Kit (for Wilderness Survival MB) 

   Whistle (if offered) 

   Ground Cloth 

   Signal Mirror 

   Sewing Kit 

   Compass 

   Space Blanket 

   Water Purification Tablets 

   Waterproof Matches 

   Spending Money 
   Portable chair or camp stool 

 

Don’t Bring: 

Electronic items such as radios, CD players, 
tape players, TV’s, electronic games 

Fireworks 

Sheath or hunting knives 

 
Pets 

Hammocks 

Personal firearms & ammunition 
Jewelry or other expensive items 

Personal bows & arrows 

MARK EVERYTHING WITH SCOUT’S NAME AND TROOP NUMBER 
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Scouts will be outdoors or in large tents for classes, and will be sitting still – not active. Winter camp 
weather can be quite cold and rainy or icy, so Scouts will need lots of warm clothes and layers to be 
comfortable. Cotton clothing (such as blue jeans) doesn’t insulate well if it gets wet and should be 
avoided. Nylon wind pants and jackets are useful, and with a fleece jacket and long underwear make 
a good combination for comfort even if it is windy and damp. Cots allow air to circulate below; a 
ground pad will be warmer. 

Closed toe shoes are to be worn at all times unless you are in your tent or in the shower. 
A combination lock may be useful to lock your valuables up in the campsite if you have a footlocker, but it 

is best not to bring valuables at all if possible. Personal valuables (watches, wallets, money) should 
never be left out in the open at camp. 

 

Recommended Troop Equipment 
 

 

   Patrol Flags Campsite entrance/gateway materi- 

als: 

   Troop Sign (should include Troop 

number) 

 
   Troop Flag 

   U.S. Flag 

   Twine & poles for lashing 

   Lanterns 

   Stove 

   Matches/Lighters 

   Dining Fly(s), poles, & stakes 

   Rope 

   Tents, poles & stakes* Bulletin Board: 

   Bulletin Board 

   Camp Roster 

   Troop Duty Roster 

   Scout Schedules 

   Hammers & other hand tools 

   5 Gallon Water Jugs 

   Ice Chests 

   Trash Bags 

   Lockable Storage Container    Push pins, etc. for bulletin board 

   Troop First Aid Kit Paperwork: 

   Troop Advancement Records 

   Troop Merit Badge Library 

 
   Troop’s Camping Attendance 

Records 

   Winter Camp Guidebook 

   Compass 

   Shovels, Rakes, Hoes, Bow saws, 

loppers 

   Lawn chairs 

   Pots—coffee/water 

   Rolls of Surveyor’s marking tape 

   Fire wood (if no burn ban)  

 

* BSA National Standards require tents to have the warning “No Flame In Tent” 
marked on the outside near the door way. 

 
Troops may also want to bring a stove to keep warm drinks available in their campsite. Hot Cider and 

Hot Chocolate are always enjoyed on cold days! Burn Ban and Fuel use guidelines must be fol- 
lowed. 

 
Don’t forget to bring items such as thumbtacks, duck tape, vice grips, sharpening stone & oil. 

Check with the quartermaster or Camp Staff if you need anything. 
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Please fill out and bring a copy to turn in at camp in the medic lodge. 
 

Medication Log 
Camp Session Campsite Camp Scoutmaster 

Troop Number Address 

Council District City State Zip 

Office Use Number of Bottles: 

 
SCOUT’S NAME 

MEDICATION 
NAME/ DOSE 

AFTER 
BREAKFAST 

 
NOON 

 
4:00 PM 

AFTER 
DINNER 

BEFORE 
BEDTIME 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

Please fill out and bring to Camp. Turn in during Medical re-check. 
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HEALTH SCREENING Staff or Unit/No.   

To be completed by camp director or unit leader before arrival at camp. This form will be 

reviewed with you by the camp health officer or designated staff member at check‐in. 

Please list for the camp health officer the names of campers or staff who: 

1. Are taking medicines currently. 

2. Have special health needs that limit participation. 

3. Have allergies to foods, medicines, and insect stings. 

4. Have emergency medicines they keep with them. 

5. Have had change in circumstances since their Health Screening was done, including: 

a. any visit to a doctor or clinic since the last exam; 

b. any recent illness, injury, rash, or allergic reaction; 

c. fever or other signs of illness or infection in the last 48 hours (i.e. nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, cold); 

d. contact with sick friends or family members in the last 48 hours; 

e. any daily medication taken 30 days prior to camp. 

If any of these are present, does the person feel and look fine at present? 

Name Screening Notes 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
Unit leader signature: Date:    

 

Leader printed name:    
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TX Youth Camp Adult Form 
http://www.bsacac.org/my_files/tx_youth_camp_adult_form.docx 

 

Texas Youth Camps Safety and Health Act (ADULT FORM) 
Due to: BSA-CAC, 12500 North IH-35, Austin, 78753 by November 30 

On April 16, 2006, the state of Texas passed into law the Texas Youth Camps Safety and Health Act (Title 25, Part 1, 

Chapter 265, Subchapter B, Rule 265.12(f)(f1a)(f2)(g). This new rule affects all licensed youth camps in the state of 

Texas and became effective June 1, 2006. In order for the Boy Scouts of America and the Capitol Area Council to 

comply with the new state law on protecting our youth camp participants we must require each leader to provide the 

items listed below. Your understanding and assistance in this important matter is greatly appreciated. 

 

For every adult age 18 and older who will be attending camp even for one day, each unit must provide all of the 

following items for that person to be able to attend camp. 
 

This act requires all adult volunteers, 18 years and older, to undergo a criminal background check. By submitting this form you are 

authorizing a criminal background check of yourself. This check will be made from public record sources. You will have an 

opportunity to review and challenge any adverse information disclosed by this check. 

 

Adult applicant name: Date of Birth:       

Address: Day Phone:    

City, ST Zip: Email:       

Signature: Date:     

 

TROOP #   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other than the above, is there any fact or circumstance involving you or your background that would call into question your being 

entrusted with the supervision, guidance, and care of youth? (If yes, explain on back of page) 

Character references: Contact phone: 

1.      

2.      

3.      
 

Submit this form via fax or email to roster@bsacac.org or mail to the Alamo Area Council. 

Alamo Area Council 2226 N.W. Military Hwy, San Antonio, TX 78713 or 210-341- fax 

- 
 

Date application received  OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date application approved     

Date application sent to Camp Director    

Approved by  Title    
 
 

BOY SCOUT WINTER CAMP 

Please Answer the Following Questions 
 

Do you use illegal drugs? YES NO 

Have you ever been convicted of a criminal offense? YES NO 

(If yes, explain on back of page)   
Have you ever been charged with child neglect or abuse? YES NO 

Has your driver’s license ever been suspended or revoked? YES NO 

(If yes, explain on back of page)   
 

http://www.bsacac.org/my_files/tx_youth_camp_adult_form.docx
mailto:roster@bsacac.orgor

